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Louisiana Annual Tournament Repdrtformation Prgect

ThelLouisiana Annual Tournament Report Informationj@eb(LATRIP) is a voluntary jeot
administered by the Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries (LDW¥@lopedin 2021, he
project supports the goals and objectives of LDWF Black Bass Manageharrby promoting public
awareness for the bass fishery resources of ttateSand establishing effective lines of communication
between LDWF and the public.

Specific goals for LATRIP include: (1) gathering information thiainieerestto LDWF antb bass
anglers, (2) building relationships and fostering open lines of communications with bass fishing
organizations, (3provide an efficient and lowost method to generate data that can be used to track
trends in bass angling success ratesovertema,d ( 4) promote Loui siana’'s qgqu.

Data collection and reporting for this pilot project was modeled after similar successful programs from
our neighboring states of Arkansas and Mississippi. While the results prdgarites initialreport
focusonly on tournaments located in northwest Louisiana, the effort may eventuailgldp into a
statewide initiative.

Data Collection

Tokick off the prgect, LDWF helé meetingin February 2021hat included locatournament directors,
organizes and bass club presidents. The concept of thggatavas explained to theepresentatives

and they were asked to voluntarily submit their tournament restdtLDWFETournament oganizations
either submitted their data via email or gave LDWF permissigyather the data from publically
available sources such as websites or social media p&mamunication continued throughout the
year as LDWEF staff periodically contacted tournament organizers as a reminder to submit dtta and
addressany concernsMany tournamentorganizersexpressed gratitude during the year that LDWF was
interested intournament informationandwere excited to be a part of helping manage fisheries
resources in Louisiana.

A total of 14 tournament trails and/or organizations paifieited. The citawasanalyzed from 15
waterbodies andinformation from atotal of 98 tournaments wvassubmitted.

Words of Cautiorabout the Data

Consideringhat the 2021 LATRIP report is based on a pilojgatavith somewhat limited datasome
caution is needed when viewing thesults.

9 5 tournaments were included in the analysis from November and December, 2086 allowed
afull calendar year of resulte be simulatedwvhile allowingthe reportto be released soon into
2022. Futureeports will be based off tournaments solely held a single calendar year.

1 Several waterbodiebad insufficient data to analyziie to low reporting of tournament results,
resulting in just one or two tournaments for some waterbodi@se to this low samplsize,
some waterbodies had to bexcluded from theanalysis andake rankings.

9 Tournament results were not reported in a uniform manner, resulting in some missing data
values for certain events. As a result, metrics had to be adjusted where possillly iaclude
tournaments that reported the necessary data.



1 The number of fish weighed in per boat was most commonly omitted. Withasit#tia, it
becomes difficult to compare angler success statistics and accurate average weights of bass.

1 Another issue lies with reportingl ofthe fish 5 pounds or greater that were caught in a
tournament. The ability to calculate the number of angler hours needed to catgboarkd plus
fish should separate waterbodies and indicate which ones providethepportunities to catch
larger size bass. To track such data would add work for the weighmasters and tournament
directors, but could be beneficial to help LDWF track where larger fish are being caught. Such
dataiscritical for analyzing the effectimess of the Florida bass stocking program.

1T “Percentage of Boats with zero Bass weighed
competitors throughout the year that caught some fish, but chose not to weigh them due to low
numbers orthe quality of the fish they had in possession. This issue may never be resolved as it
is out of the control of LDWF and the tournament organizers. This reporting error is likely larger
on open or trail events, where points are not accumulated for the entire season.

1 Thetime of year in which a tournament is held could bias the overall results for each waterbody.
The season of the year could affect things such as the number of fish caught per boat, average
weight per bass, or percentage of anglers with no bass to wieighlthough not practical, it
would be ideal to analyze an equal number of tournaments from throughout the year for each
waterbody.

9 Several lakes had special regulations on them, biasing the average size per bass that could be
weighed in on these lakes. Fexample, Grand Bayou Reservoir and Caddo Lake have protective
slot limits; while Toledo Bend has a-ibbh minimum length limitSpecial regulations could
affect the number and size of fish that can be brought to the scales for lake comparisons
therefore influencing all metrisused in this report except the estimated number of hours to
catch a bass greater than 5 pounds.

1 All tournaments were converted to a standardized 8 hours before calculating angling hours.
Although most lasted-B hours, official strt and end times were not available for all
tournaments.

i Statistics comparing tournament organizations are not necessarily equal in terms of which lakes
were fished, number of anglers fishing, or what time of year a particular lake was scheduled.

It should also be noted that for this analysis, only diaye tournaments (roughly 8 hours long) with 5
fish limits were analyzed. It would be unfair to use onfisB limit tournaments or longer night
tournaments to calculate angler success rates. Soma wasavailable for both Jish limit
tournaments and night tournaments, but the overall dataset for both was small.
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Figure 1Monthly distribution of tournamentsduring the 202tournamentseason

Table 1Distribution of thenumber of tournamentsduring the 202ournamentseason bywaterbody:.

Waterbodies # of Tournaments Reported in 2021

Caddo Lake 18

Caney Lake (Jackson Parish) 11

Lake D yonne 11

Cross Lake 10

Lake Bistineau 10

Toledo Bend

Lake Claiborne

Black BayotHosstorfCadddParish)

Grand Bayou Reservoir

Ouachita River

Red Rive(Pool 5)

Cypress and Black Bayou Reservoirs

Bayou Bartha@mew

Black Lake (Campti)

PP RPN O

Cane River




Data Analysisand Methods

Once submitted, athe datawasentered into an excel spreadsheet for eaochirnamentorganization
andgroupedby waterbody. Nineteen metrics were calculated from the available data for each
waterbody (see list below).

1. Average Number of Bass Weighadper Boat
2. Average Weight per Ba¥geighedin
3. Average Bag Weight per Boat
4. Percentage of Boatd/eighing in at Least Onésk
5. Percentage of Boats with a 5 Bass Limit
6. Average Weight of Winning Big Bass
7. Average 1 Place Weight (Winning Weight)
8. Number of Angler Hours to catch a 5+ Pound Bass
9. Average 3Pl ace Weight (i.e. “In the Money"”)
10. Average 2 Place Big Bass Weight
11. Percentage of Boats with 10+ Pound Bags
12. Percentage of Boats with 15+ Pound Bags
13. Percentage of Boats with 20+ Pound Bags
14. Percentage of Boats with 25+ Pound Bags
In additionto individual statistics, waterbodies were rankieddifferent categorie s ee “Lake Rank:e

section below)y combining applicable statistics. For overall rankings by category, each waterbody was
assigned points based upon its rank for each statistiardar to be considered for comparisons,
waterbodies had to have a minimum of 4 tournaments to be includemlavoid biases frotmited

datasets, only 11 waterbodies were able to be used for comparisbherefore, the first place

waterbody for each stistic received 11 points, the second place waterbody received 10 points and so
on. Points were added up for all applicable statistics and the waterbodies ranked based upon total
points.

2021RESULTS

Total TournamentStatistics

1 LATRIP tournaments eraged 31 boats per tournament, including championship tournaments with
reduced fields.

Approximately 4.8% of anglers were successful at weiglimgt least one bass

Tournament anglerbrought an average &f.61bassto the scales per boat per tourname

The averagendividualweight was 2.45 pounds for all bass coming to the scales

Anglers average bag weighwas 6.69 pounds

The average winning Big Bass per tournament was 6.25 pounds across all tournaments

= =4 =4 -4 =9



1 On average, it took 17.58 pounds to win a tournament across all waterbodies and tournaments
includedin this analysis.

1 Third Place weights were tracked throughout the year in an attempt to estimate what it would take
to “be in the "“"Rlaevweight for all toAmamendsgvas 13.60 pounds.

1 Only 2.18% of boats weighed in more than 20 pounds of bass.

9 It was estimated to take 220.72 angler hours to catch a 5+ pound bass

Average Number of Bass Weighé&d per Boat

Caney Lake ranked the highest fboe average number of bass weighiedper boat with 3.27 fish per
boat. Grand Bayou, Toledo Bend, and Caddo wake in the middle of the pack, and likelere
influenced by slot limits and minimum length limits.
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Figure 2 Averagenumberof bass weighed iper boat from 11waterbodiesin 2021.



Average Weight per Bass Weighé&d

Caddo Lakerovidedthe largest average weight per bass for 2021, with an average of 3.03 pounds per
bass.Grand Bayou Reservoir had the lowest average4® pounds.Note that dot limits on both lakes
likely influencethis statistic. For example fislot fishwere weighedin and included in this informatign
the Caddo average woulikely be lower and the Grand Bayou average wdikely be higher.
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Figure 3Averageweightper bass weighedh from 11 differenwaterbodiesin 2021.



Average Bag Weight per Boat

Black Bayou Hosston ragdkfirst for the largest average bag weight per boat (8.93 lbBhe lake
broughtin nearly one pound more per average than its closest competitor, Caney Lake. RedRéever c
in last among ranked lakes with a 3.56 pound average.
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Figure 4 Averagebag weightper boat from 11waterbodiesin 2021.



Percentage bBoats with Zero Bas® Weighin

Caney Lake raekl asthe best lakewith the lowestpercentagg(16.12%pf boats with zero bass
weighedin during the 2021 LATRIP tournament seasBoccessvasmuch harder to come by for
anglers on Cross Lake and Red River.

Percentage of Boats with Zero Bass Weighed In
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Figure 5Percentage oboatswith zero bassto weighfrom 11 waterbodies.

Percentgeof Boats with a 3BassLimit
D’ Ar blakeranéed highestin the percentage of boats with alBass limit(47.41%)while Lake
Claiborne, Crodsake and Red Riveanked near the bottom.
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Hgure 6 Percentage oboatswith a 5basslimit from 11 waterbodies.



Number of Angler Hours t@atch aBassk5 Pound

Black Bayou Hosstgrovidedthe bestchancefor an anglerto catcha 5+ pound bas$otice thatthe
two river systemsare on the higher enibr the number oftournament fishinghoursneededto catch a
5+ pound bass, likely due to less stable water conditions.

Angler Hours to CatchaBass 5 Pounds
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Hgure 7 Number ofangler hourdo catchabass>5 poundsfrom 11 waterbodies.



Average 1 PlaceWeight

Caney Lake (22.08s) and Black Bayou Hosston (21184) were at thetop for the largest average™l
place weighfor the 2021 LATRIP Tournament season

Average 1st Place Weight
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Figure 8 Average 1 place weigh{winning weigh} from 11waterbodies



Average Weighbf Winning Big Bass

Black Bayou Hosstp@aney LakeGrand Bayou Reservoir, and Caddo Lake all @dastrages of over 7
pounds for winning Big Bass Prizes.

Average Winning Big Bass
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Figure 9 Averageweightof winningBig Bass from 1waterbodies



Percentage of Boats witBag Weights 020+ Pound

Caney Lake letthe field with 5%of boats bringing itbagsof 20+pounds. Lake Claiborne, Ouachita
River, and Red River failed to produce atmngers 020 pound or moreduring LATRIP tournaments

Percentage of Boats with 20+ Pound Bags
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Figure 10Percentage oboatswith Stringers Equal to or Greater thdf pound bags



Lake Ranks

Overall Lake Rankings

In order to create a ranking system to evaluate which lake performed the best ind2G21

tournaments all 14 variables were includedlheoretically, this ranking gives weight to waterbodies that

perform well for winning weights, but also for high angler succ@$® graph below shows that Black

Bayou Hosston and Caney Lake aethe top, both scoring 139 out of a possible 154 poifitsee Red

River ranked last, collecting only 15 points. It ranked last in all but one categofyaver age wei ght
bass where it ranked next to | ast

Overall Lake Ranking
(154 Possible Points)
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Figure 11Comparison of 1Waterbodies basedn overall bass tournament performanae 2021.



Heavyweight Division

The Heawyeight Divisiorranking attempts tadentify lakesthat provide thebestopportunity for
tournament anglers to catclarger size bass. Seven variables were incluaegfageweight perbass,
averagebig bass,average # place weightnumber ofanglerhours tocatch a 5+poundbass,average 2¢
placebig bass percentage oboatswith a 20+poundbag, andpercentage oboats with a 25+pound
bag. Again, Caney Lake, Black Bayou Hosston, and Caddo Lakaeankhe top. Cross Lake
improved three places from its position in the overall ranking.

Heavyweight Division
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Figure 12Comparison of 1Waterbodiesfocused orarger sized bagsom tournamentsin 2021.



ToughestLakes toFish

An analysis waperformedto see whichwaterbody was the hardest to fish duritige 2021 LATRIP
tournament seasortf-ivevariableswvere used to analgethis: averagenumber of kass pemboat,
percentage oboats with alimit, number of aaglerhours to catch a 5+ pound baggrcentage of bats
with 10+poundbags, angercentage oboats with Ofish.Red River, Cross Lake and Lake Claiborne
appear to be more difficult for tournament anglers to catch fish ttt@mother waterbodies included in
the project.

Toughest Lakes to Fish (55 Possible Points)
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Figure 13Comparison of 1Waterbodies focusedn thetoughest waterbodie$o catch fishfrom
tournament datain 2021.
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Figure 14Comparison of 1Waterbodiesfor high angler succegsmm 2021tournamentdata.

Top Ten Big Bass

The table below shows the 10 heaviésiss weighed in duringlaATRIRournament. Three were over

10 pounds.

Table2. Heaviest Big Basswughtduring 2021tournament season

be

Lake Date Big Bass Tournament Club/Trail
Toledo Bend 3/6/2021 10.63 B'O'S'ST'r;ﬁ“mamem
Black Bayou Lake 4/17/2021 10.35 Hawgherders Bass Clt
Black Bayou Lake 3/20/2021 10.09 S’ Port Cit
Caddo Lake 6/6/2021 9.72 B'O'S'ST'r;ﬁ“mamem
Caney Lake 4/24/2021 9.59 Media Bass (Team)
CaneylLake 7/17/2021 9.36 Bayou State Bass Clu
Grand Bayou 5/2/2021 8.95 Twin Cities Team Clut
Cross Lake 2/6/2021 8.83 B'O'S'ST'r;ﬁ“mamem
Caddo Lake 3/14/2021 8.53 NBAA
Caney Lake 4/25/2021 8.32 Media Bass (Individual

t

he



Top 10Arst PlaceWeights

Caney Lake and Caddo Lake both have 3 spots in the Top 10 heaviest stringers, followed by Cross Lake
(2), Grand Bayou Reservoir (1) and Black Bayou Hosston (1). April boasts four places in the Top 10,
followed by June (3), July (1), May (1) and Februgrylfwasunexpectedthat several of the largest

bag weightgecorded in LATRIP tournaments came from the summer months of June and July.

Table 3Top 10 heaviesb-basslimitsweighedin during the 2021LATRIPournamentseason

Lake 15! place weight (Lbs.) Date Club
Caney Lake 29.8 7/17/2021 Bayou State Bass Club
Caddo Lake 29.54 6/5/2021 B.0.S.Journament Trall
Cross Lake 27.76 2/6/2021 B.O.S.Sournament Trail
Caddo Lake 27.06 6/6/2021 B.0.S.Sournament Trall
Caddo Lake 26.02 4/3/2021 B.O.S.Sournament Trail
Black Bayou Hosston 25.89 4/17/2021 Hawgherders Bass Clut
Grand Bayou 25.78 5/2/2021 Twin Cities Team Club
Cross Lake 25.47 6/17/2021 American Bass Anglers
Caney Lake 25.06 4/24/2021 Media Bass (Team)
Caney Lake 25.04 4/17/2021 Fishers of Men

Number of Bass5 Poundsper Tournament

Table 4 Toplakesproducing5+poundbassper LATRIRournamentin 2021.

Waterbody Number of Bas5 Pounds per Tournament
Caddo Lake 3.18
Black Lake 3
Cross Lake 2.56
Black Bayou_.ake 2.2

Lake Bistineau 1.90



2021 Tournament Clulstatistics

Table 5.Summaryof eachclub for the 2021tournamentseason Topranksin eachcategorylisted in
BOLD

Average # of Percent of Average Average Bi Average bag
Clubs boats/tougrnament boats with a Winning Bass%Lbs? weight per
limit (%) weight (Lbs.) ' boat (Lbs.)
Bayou State 28.56 25.65 14,53 5.17 478
Bass Club
B.O.S.S.
Tournament 77.37 52.11 25.23 8.14 9.88
Trail
Fishers of 12.75 41.92 16.87 5.25 7.44
Men
Funkbuster 30 N/A 19.24 7.37 7.84
Team Trail
Hawgherders 22.6 N/A 18.65 7.41 5.5
Bass Club
High School
Fishing 83 16.16 15.73 6.45 4.32
League
Junior Fishing
50.6 28.28 9.70 5.11 2.36
Leagué
Media Bass 255 54.65 18.04 6.33 8.45
(Team)
Media Bass 29 46.79 16.51 6.37 6.48
(Individual)
NBAA 115 38.24 15.3 6.04 8.89
North
Webster Bass 8.5 N/A 16.9 5.14 10.15
Club
{Qu2 NI 35.56 26.98 16.67 5.72 4.96
Bass Club
Twin City Bass 17.25 N/A 16 5.78 7.99
Club
Twin Cities 14.29 N/A 17.73 6.83 6.94
Team Club
American 21.6 27.42 18.18 6.32 7.02

Bass Anglers
*Calculated on a 3 fish limit



Monthly Comparisons

Figure 15 below shows the average winnirag weightdor each month of the yearNo data was

available for the month of OctoberThere were only 2 tournaments included fbe month of

November, so that figure may be biased due to low sample size. However, adequate data existed for
both June2021and July2021tournaments. Surprisingly, these two summer months had some of the
heaviest winnindagsof the year. Also, notechow winning weights decreadén August and

September as the summer contindie

Average 1st Place Bag Weights
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Figure 15.Monthly comparisonof first placebag weightdor 2021 LATRI®urnaments

Based upon the percentage of boats weighim@ 5fishlimit, it appeargshat angling is the toughest in
the extreme cold of January and Februay well as the extreme heat of Augusteep in mindhat no
datawasavailable for October.
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Figure 16. Monthlgomparisonof percentageof boatswith a 5fishlimit for 2021 LATRI®urnaments



Future Plans

Please keep in mintthat this report contains information collected and anagd for only one year. It
shoud beviewed as a pilogffort that may bealteredor expanded upon in future yeansto a statewide
program

Through thigilot process, sveral improvementsvere identified as needed and should ineplemented
in the future First, a uniform format for reporting data to LDW®&uld bebeneficial. In the 2021
season, the following variables were often missing from the datasgnumberof fish per boat, 2)
numberandweights of any fish over pounds 3)official start and end time ahe tournament.
Unfortunately, omis®nsof this informationcaused some data to be excluded in tngalysesor some
assumptions to be mad Having a more complete datasetould be beneficial

To streamline data reporting, a portal or some type oflioe system will likely need to be developed.
For the piloteffort, the majority of datavascollected from websites or even photographs tiad to

be converted to spreadsheets. If the dataset becomes much largetintkenecessary to complete the
conversios could become a limiting factor and contribute to errors in the dataset.

Additionally, itwould bebeneficialto collect more information from midweekevening tournaments.
These tournaments areften held during thespring andsummermonths Suchtournaments would
need to be analyzed on their own due to them usually beirgfish tournament, but may be able to be
combined with othe3-fishtournaments such as the Junior Fishing League with middle selgedl
participants.
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